
TECH TIPS ORIGINAL INVOICES QUESTIONS? SHOPTIPS?
 

o Engine Oil Priming If you want 
to prime your bearing surfaces or 
simply check for proper oil flow 
here's how to run your oil pump 
without actually starting the engine. 
1. Tape a W' socket onto the end of 
a %" drive extention. The tape is so 
you won't loose the socket inside 
the engine. 2. Remove the distributor 
and put the socket onto the end of 
the oil pump drive shaft. 3. Put the 
other end of the extention into the 
chuck of an electric drill. A 3/8 " or 
possibly W' chuck will be required. 
Run the drill in reverse (counter­
clockwise) direction. It may be 
necessary to "bump" the engine 
with the starter to align the oil holes 
in the camshaft with the holes in 
the block. If you get good oil flow 
out of the rocker arms you have a 
good indication that the pump is 
working properly and that the pass­
ages are open. 
o Cigarette Lighter Many of the 
original cigarette lighter sockets 
had a safety circuit breaker on the 
back which can be reset. If your 
lighter doesn't work look at the 
back of the socket. The circuit 
breaker has a small hole in the 
back. Push a small nail or wire into 
this hole until you hear the breaker 
reset with a snap. It will then be 
reset and as good as new. Replace­
ment sockets were supplied with a 
thermally activated fuse and, un­
fortunately, these can't be reset. 

o Head Gaskets If your engine 
has been rebuilt lately and it seems 
to be running hot check tosee if the 
head gaskets were installed pro­
perly. All y-block head gaskets are 
made with three rounded corners 
and one square corner. The square 
corner MUST be at the upper front 
on both sides of the engine for 
proper coolant flow. 

The original invoices are avail­
able for very late '55's (serial number 
232214 and on) and all '56 and 
'57's thanks to the efforts of American 
Road Thunderbird Club members 
who years ago salvaged them from 
destruction by Ford. To get yours 
send a data plate rubbing, a xerox 
copy of some positive proof of 
ownership; and a check or M.a. for 
$25.00 to TARTC Invoices, P.O. Box 
424, Dearborn, Mi. 48121. Allow 6­
8 weeks. 

Do you have a question you'd 
like to see answered in "TE"? Drop 
us a line and ask. If we can answer 
the question and if it's of sufficient 
general interest we'll include it in 
some future issue. 

Have a good T-Bird oriented shop 
tip that you'd be willing to share? 
We'd love to pass it along. Each 
one used will get you a $20.00 
CASCO gift certificate. 
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The Mechanical Heater Control 
System has become popular be­
causethevacuum operated heater 
system is rapidly becoming a bigger 
and more expensive problem due 
to the shortage of vacu um and water 
control valves. 

Basicly, here's how the original 
vacuum system works. When you 
slide over the top lever on your 
heater control on the dash for more 
heat you open a vacuum valve lo­
cated under the dash mounted on 
the heater plenum. Opening this 
vacuum valve allows the vacuum to 
pass on to the water control valve 
located on the intake manifold in 
front of the carbo When vacuum is 
applied to the water valve it opens 
and allows the hot water from the 
engine to flow through heater hoses 
and heater core thereby providing 
heat to the passenger compart­
ment. There is a bi-metalic strip on 
the vacuum control valve which 
senses the temperature in the cock­
pit and automaticly controls the 
vacuum to the water valve thereby 
controlling and stabilizing the tem­
perature. 

Sounds good but the problems 
start when the diaphragms in the 
two valves fail resulting in vacuum 
and/or coolant leaks. Since these 
valves are no longer being produced 
there is a shortage. Shortage equals 
expensive. 

CASCO technitions have de­
veloped a foolproof mechanical 
heater control system kit that solves 
the problem of getting heat when 
you want it and no heat when you 
don't want it at a fraciton of the cost 
of just a water control valve. 

With the CASCO mechanical 
system the water valve on the intake 
manifold is replaced with an elbow 
fitting and a cable controlled in-line 
valve is placed in the heater hose. 
With our mechanical system when 
the slide on the dash is moved 
toward more heat the cable control 
simply opens the mechanical valve 
and allows more hot water to flow 
into the heater core. Simple and 
very effective. Our part number for 
this complete kit with installation 
instructions is 18495MK. Price is 
$40.00. 
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