
Parts Problem 
o Non-Vented Gas Caps 

The T-Bird gas cap must be vented to allow air to 
enter the tank. If air cannot get into the tank a vacuum 
will be created which will stop the flow of fuel to your 
engine and in it's worse case will actually collapse the tank. 

You can be sure you have a non-venting cap if, when 
you remove the cap after running your engine for a while, 
you hear a sucking sound as air rushes into the tank. 
Modern cars do this and it's not a problem apparently 
but with the little Birds the cap must be vented. 

The '57 T-Bird caps have a small hole drilled into it 
and the 1955 and 1956 caps have a rib stamped into the 
surface which will allow air to enter from the outside 
edge of the cap to the center. 

Years ago we saw reproduced '57 caps that were not 
drilled and lately we have seen some '55 & '56 caps 
where the inside diameter of the gasket is so small that 
it prevents the vent process. 

These '55 & '56 caps are easily fixed by removing the 
gasket and increasing it's inside diameter by simply 
cutting it with a pair of scissors. Removing just a little 
bit should do the trick. 
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ThunderEnlighting 
Back Issues 

Here we are doing only issue #3 and we are already 
getting requests for copies of issues #1 and #2. Yes we do 
still have some available. If you want one just let us 
know and we'll be glad to send it along with your next 
order as long as the supplies last. No charge of course. 
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